ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

reason for letting things alone* America, *ori the
contrary, was born of revolt against the political,
social and religious status qw, and England was
left for two hundred years more of "it has always
been so," when her rebellious ones sailed away to
Virginia and Massachusetts.

In America, politics ranks as one of the
domestic virtues; in England politics has been,
and is largely even now, the obligatory occupa-
tion of the few who can afford it, though this
state of things is rapidly changing in both town
and country since the widening of the franchise
and the passing of the Corporation Act, In
America it may almost be set down as an incon-
trovertible proposition that no man of Lord
Rosebery's wealth and social position, for exam-
ple, could be elected President of the United
States. In England until the last few years no
man could have hoped to succeed in politics
without a private income; in America nothing
is such an awkward handicap as great wealth'
while if part of this wealth were spent in the inno-
cent recreation of keeping a racing-stable, polit-
ical preferment would be absolutely prohibited.
The English people as a whole still look to
wealth and position to govern them, while in
America the people are still jealous, not t#> say
unreasonably suspicious, of wealth and, power.